


Misaotra betsaka amin‘ny fiaraha miasa amin’ireo namana sy ireo fikambanana 
samihafa nahavita ty boky itoy:

Thank you to the individuals and organizations that made this book possible:

• Boky Mena Fanamby / Red Book Challenge, Berenty Reserve, Madagascar

• International Conservation Fund of Canada

• Fikambanana mpiaro by zava-mananan’aina ao / Conservation Club Fort Dauphin

• Dr. Amber Walker-Bolton, amber.walker.bolton@mail.utoronto.ca

• Kathy West, kathyweststudios@gmail.com

Namboarigne ty boky toy ho atika mpamaky mba hampianatse antika ty 
mahakasike ty variky, ty biby miainge angaty ala, le ty olagne eo amity 
fiarovagne ty tontolo iainagne eto Madagasikara. Noho izane dia mangatake 
amantika tsikiraikiraike mba hizara ty fahalalagne sy ty raha soa indese amity 
namagne sy ty logno!

We are providing this book to you so that you can learn about lemurs and 
conservation issues in Madagascar.  Please share your knowledge and interest 
with your friends and families!

Copyright ©2018
First Edition
Kanada & Etazonia
Canada & the United States of America

Natontan’ny / Printed by Corporate Color Printing Inc., 
4printing.net

Ity Boky Ity Dia An’ny
THIS BOOK BELONGS TO:

Tsidio ny / Visit us at: www.facebook.com/RedBookLemurConservation/

Thank you to Nirina Colombe Sehenomalala and  
Solofo Herimendimby Martial Ratsimamao 
for translating this book into Malagasy.



Inona no atao hoe Varike? .........................2
What is a lemur?

Ty varike le “primates”, ary ty ndaty ! 
Lemurs are Primates. So are people!
....................................................................4

Aia ty varike no mipetrake?
Where do lemurs live? .....................6

Kedekedeke sa lehibe
very small or very large...............10

Inona no sakafon’ty varike?
What do lemurs eat?......................12

Mahay mangara fofogne ty Varike!
Lemurs have super noses!..... ........14

Mifanositosike naho mifamihigne
Cuddle and huddle........................16

Ty varike vavy no loham-pianakaviana
Lemur ladies are in charge........18

Ty fiay ty logno ty varike
Lemur family life.........................20

Mihavitsy ty varike
Disappearing Lemurs..................22

Fa maninona no arovana ty varike?
Why protect lemurs?.................24

Inongne ty hataoko agnampeako iareo? 
How can I help?..........................26

Manoratse tantara iray momban’ny varike!
Tell a lemur story!.....................32

Fihisagne mampiasa saina mba hampifand-
raisana ireo izay tokony hitambatra
Matching game...........................33

Mianatra ty hiragne ty scientifika
Scientists study lemurs............34

Le mahagaga, mahafinaritse ty 
momba ty hiragne
Fun facts about lemurs...........36

Fitadiavana teny varike
Lemur word Search...................38

Saontsy vaovao
New Words...................................40

FIZAHAN-TAKELAKA
TABLE OF CONTENTS

Tantara Natotan’i / Story by:
 

Dr. Amber Walker-Bolton 
and Kathy West

Illustrations & Graphics by: 
Kathy West

2018



Red Book Challenge Colouring Book 2018
By: Amber Walker-Bolton and Kathy West

WHAT IS A LEMUR?
A lemur is a type of animal called a primate. Primates are in 

the group of animals that includes apes, monkeys, lemurs 

and even humans! 

There are over 101 different types of lemurs and they are 

only found in Madagascar – no where else in the world! 

People from all around the world come to Madagascar just 

to see the lemurs.

  
Manaova sarina karazana varika maromaro fantatrao.
Draw some differernt kinds of lemurs that you know.
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Inona no atao hoe varike?
Ty varike dia karazana biby sokajina ao anatin’ny “primate” 

(zavamanan’aina manana ratsan-tanana dimy ary ny akihibeny misokatra 

mifanohitra amin’ireo ratsan-tanana 4 ambiny). Ny “primates” dia 

fitambaranan’ny 

rajako, gidro ary 

koa ny olona!

101 no karazana 

varika misy ary 

izy ireo dia tsy 

hita naho tsy eto 

Madagasikara 

– tsy hita any 

amin’ny firenena 

hafa! Tonga eto 

Madagasikara 

ny olona 

maneran’izao 

tontolo izao mba 

hitilike io varika 

io avao.

Brown Lemur
Varikosy iray
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lemurs are like people in many ways. One way they are 

similar is how they carry their babies on their backs just 

like people do.   These moms are feeding their babies with 

their breast milk.   

Lemurs are Primates. So are people!

Sifaka vavy 
sy ny zanany

Verreaux’s 
Sifaka

K.West
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Ny varika dia mitovy amin’ny 

olona amin’ny akapobeny. Lafiny 

iray mampitovy azy amin’ny 

olona dia ny fomba fibabeny ny 

zanany ao amin’ny lamosiny. Ity 

renim-pianakaviana iray ity izao 

dia mampinono ny zanay amin’ny 

nonony eto.  

Ty varike le “primates”. Ary ny olona!

This mama lemur is feeding her baby with milk just like women in your 
community feed their babies.

Ity varika vavy ity dia mampinono ny zanany ohatran’i ataon’ny renim-pianakaviana iray eo 
amin’ny fiaraha-monina misy anao

Brown Lemur
Varikosy iray
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Where do lemurs live?

Lemurs only live on the island of Madagascar. This is just 

one reason why Madagascar is so special and is known 

around the world as a great place to see wild animals. 

Another thing that makes Madagascar special is that 

there are many many different and unique “biogeographic 

regions” - Biogeographic means certain plants and 

animals live in a particular place. The common names 

for the biogeographic regions in Madagascar are the: 

“Eastern Rain Forest Region”, the “Western Dry Forest 

Region”, and the “Southern Spiny Forest”. Each of these 

regions is very different, and the lemurs that live in these 

areas are also very different. This book focuses on the 

lemurs who live in the Southern Spiny Forest. 

Maki any amin’ny ala fatike
Ringtail lemur in the spiny forest
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Aiza no ahitana ny varika?

Ao amin’ny Nosy Madagasikara ihany no misy Ty varike. Ka izany ty 

mahatonga an’i Madagasikara miavake ary fatatse maneran-tany fa 

toeragne tsara ahitagne biby miaigne agnate ala. Antoe irake avao 

ty mampiavake an’i Madagasikara le ty fanagnane ty karazagne“-

faritra managne toetany voanjanahary” maro sady tokagne – Mire-

sake ty atao hoe “toetany voanjanahary” itika naho mirehake fa ty 

biby na zavamaniry iraike le miaigne ao ami ty toeragne miavake. Ty 

anaran’ireo “faritse manana toetany voanjanahary” eto Madagasika-

ra le : “Faritse Ala mando Antignanagne”, le “Faritse ala maigne An-

drefa”, ary ty “Ala fatike Atimo”. Ireo faritse tsikiraikiraike reo le tena 

samihafa iaby, ary ty hiragne mipetrake agny amin’ireo faritse ireo le 

samihafa avao koa. Ity boky ity le mirehake manokagne ty hiragne 

izay mipetrake agny amin’ty ala fatike atimon’ty Madagasikara.

Sifaka vavy sy ny zanany
Verreaux’s Sifaka
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Where do lemurs live?

Lemurs need trees to survive. Even lemurs that spend most 

of their time on the ground (terrestrial) still need trees to 

sleep in at night. This means that if you cut down a tree, 

you may be taking away a lemur family’s home. Of course, 

most people need wood to make fires to cook food. But as we 

will learn later in this book, there may be ways to cut down 

fewer trees or grow fast growing trees like eucalyptus just 

for using for cooking wood.

Verreaux’s Sifaka
Sifaka vavy sy ny zanany
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Aiza no mipetraka ny varika?

Mipay ala ty varike mba hivelomae. Mandeha mateteke avao koa ty 

varike kanefa ilae avao ty fisia ty hazo mba hatoriany naho hariva. 

Magnamba zay fa naho manampake ala irehe le mandra ty fiay ty 

logno ty hiragne iraike. Marigna fa ty amaroa ty ndaty le mirehakehata 

hahandroa naho saribo hahandroa. Kanefa ty araky ty voasoratse 

ato amin’ty boky ty izay ho ianarantika ao afarafara ao le mety hisy 

hevetse hampiasagne hata hiketreha sakafo nefa tsy le hanimba firy ty 

fonenan’ty varike, ohatse amin’izane ty fambolea ty kininina naho ty 

fampiasa aze naho hahandro sakafo.

Manaova sarina ala izay hitanao fa ipetrahan’ny varika.
Draw some forests where you would see lemurs living.
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Indri indri

Lemurs can be very small or very large

Did you know that lemurs can be very small like the pygmy 

mouse lemur (30 grams – like a banana) to the very big Indri 

(10 Kilogram – like a small dog). A long time ago there were 

lemurs that were as big as a person! Sadly they were all 

hunted and are extinct (there will never be another one in 

the world).

Babakoto

K.W
est
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Fata areo fa ty haben’ty varike le mete ho kedekedeke manahake 

ty pondiky (30 grama – manahake ty akondro) are mete ho lehibe 

manahake ty Pondiky (10 Kilograma – manahake ty amboa kede)? 

Taloha ela be le efa nisy varike mitovy habe amin’ty ndaty: Nefa 

mampalahelo fa iereo le nosambori ty ndaty are lany aby amizao 

(Tsy misy  manahake amae sasa eto ambony ty tane ity zao).

Pondiky

Ty haben’ty varike le mete ho 
kedekedeke are mete ho lehibe

Mouse lemur

K.West
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What do Lemurs eat?

Does a lemur eat rice or beans like you and me? No, of course 

not! A lemur eats leaves, flowers, bamboo, nectar, fruits, 

insects and sometimes even small animals such as lizards. 

Sometimes lemurs come into town and steal food from 

people. The people may have carefully grown a vegetable like 

sweet potatoes and stored them in their house or front 

yard. The lemurs don’t care who owns the vegetables and 

come to steal them. 

Sometimes tourists come 

to visit and don’t 

know that lemurs 

are smart at 

stealing food. 

The tourist 

may leave 

his window 

open and the 

lemurs will climb 

right inside and 

steal all the tourist’s fruit! It is NOT a 

good idea to feed the lemurs; they can get 

sick or in trouble with people in the village.

Brown Lemur
Varikosy iray
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Inona no sakafon’ny varike?

Mihinagne tsaramaso na vare manahake antika avao koa vao ty varike? 

Mazava ho azy fa tsia ty valiny! Ty rave kazoo, voninkazo, volo lehibe, 

nectar, voankazo, bibikely are indraindray ty biby hafa manahake ty 

katsatsaka ty kamae. 

Indraindray ty varike le avy antanagne le mangalatse mahakama ty 

ndaty.Ty ndaty le mete mamboly agnagne ty bageda ary mitahiry aze ao 

antranony na mangatreke ty trano. Iereo tsy te hahalala na ania na ania 

ireo legioma fa le ty magnalake naho mangalatse aze ty hay. Matetike 

anefa ty vazaha pitiliky avy tsy mahafantatse fa mahilala naho mangalatse 

hanigne ty varike ka mamela ty varavarankeliny mivoha, naho izay le 

militse eo ty varike magnalake ty hanegne’ireo mpizahan-tany tavela ao 

manahake ty voakazo! Tsy soa ary tsy tokony hatao mihintsy ty magnome 

hanegne ty varike satria mete hamparare aze izany ary koa mete hampisy 

olana eo amagne sy ty ndaty mipetrake eo an-tanagne. 

Manaova sary sakafo efa hitanao nohanin’ny varika
Draw some other kinds of foods that you have seen lemurs eat.
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lemurs use their noses to tell a lot about the other animals, 

plants and things around them. Lemurs can smell scents that 

we can not smell. They have a behaviour called scent marking 

– they rub their scent glands (near their tail) on an object like 

a tree branch, leaving their scent behind. Some lemurs even 

leave their scent on their partner’s head! Other lemurs can 

smell that scent mark and know the identity of who left it. 

I bet your nose can’t do that!

Lemurs have super noses!

Ringtail lemurs throw their scent at each 

other in a fight by waving their tail at 

their opponent.

Ringtail Lemurs

Ty maki le mandefa fofogne ihany koa boake ao 
amin’ty filahiany amin’ty alalan’ty fampiakarae ty 
ohie magnami ty namane naho misy mialy iny ireo.
 

Maki

K.West
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Amin’ny alalan’ny orona no hamantaran’ty varike ty biby hafa, ty 

zavamaniry naho ty raha magnodidigne aze. Ty varike le magnambara 

ny fofogne izay tsy re ty ndaty. Managne fomba atao rehafigne hoe 

mamela fofona izay izy amin’izay le fafae ami’ty hata na izay raha hitany 

eny ty “glande” eny amae mba hametrae  ty fofogne amae (ohatra ny 

Maki). Misy hiragne Indraindray ary eny amin’ty lohany ty namay mihintsy 

no hametrahay io fofogne io! Ireo namae le mahare io fofogne io are 

mahalala hoe iza ty nametrake aze teo. Azoko antoka fa tsy afaka manao 

izany ty oronao!

Mahay mamofogne soa ty varike!

This female is 

leaving her scent on 

the tree for other 

lemurs to find and 

know she was there.

K.
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Many lemurs have trouble keeping warm when it is cold 

outside or staying cool when it is hot. So they do many 

things to keep comfortable. Many lemurs use their warm 

fluffy tails to wrap around themselves to stay warm. Other 

lemurs like to huddle up in groups to stay warm. Ring-tailed 

lemurs, like the ones that live in Southern Madagascar, 

like to bask in the sun. As soon as the sun is warm in the 

morning the lemurs will come out and sit with their arms 

out in a sunny spot to soak up the sun’s rays.

Lemurs cuddle and huddle
K
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Fifampitositosiagne naho 
fifamihinagne eo amin ty varike

Ty fangalagne hafanagne amin’ty andro mangatsiake naho ty 

fitangne ty vatagne mba hangatsiatsike amin’ty andro mafana le 

tena olagne be eo amin’ty varike. Naho izay zane le manao raha 

maro iereo mba hahazo aigne soa. Misy amin’ireo karazana varike 

no manarona ty vatany amin’ty ohie mba hahahazony hafanagne. Ty 

sasany ka le mifanositosike mba hitanagne hafanana. Ty Maki izay tsy 

trea naho tsy agny amin’ty faritse atsimon’ty Madagasikara le tena 

tia mitampi andro.  Naho miboake ty masoandro maraindray le fa 

mipetrake ireke sady mampiakatse ty tananany ambony mba hahazo 

ty anjara masoandrony.

Ringtail Lemurs
Maki

K.West
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A fun fact about lemurs is that in their communities the 

ladies (females) are in charge of the group and family. The 

adult females will eat up all the food they want before 

the guys (males) get to eat, and then the guys can eat the 

leftovers. If a male tries to eat too soon the female will 

lunge at or bite the male. 

Lemurs ladies are in charge

K.W
est
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Brown Lemurs

Ty varike vavie no loham-pianakaviana 

Ty mahalatsa amin’ty fiainan’ty varike le ty vavie ro lohan’ty 

fianakaviagne na ty tarike. Ty renim-pianakaiagne ro mihinagne sakafo 

alohan’ty raim-pianakaviana na ty lahy hafa ao anaty tarike iraike, naho 

avy mihinagne ty vavie le afake mihinagne ty sisa tavela aby ty lahy. 

Naho misy varike lahy manandrakandragne mihinagne alohan’ty vavie 

le avy le voajeran’ireo varike vavie.

 

Varikosy iray

K.W
est
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What is lemur family life like?

There are more than 101 different types of lemurs and 

nearly that many different types of lemur families! 

However, there are some general rules about lemur family 

life. 

Family relationships are very important to lemurs. They 

can recognize who is related to them and who is not. In 

ring-tailed lemur groups the girls stay in the group when 

they grow up and they know who are their daughters 

and sisters. but when the boys grow up they leave their 

community and make a new family. If you are not part of 

the family you will not be treated as well as family members. 

If there is a fight in a ring-tailed lemur group the females 

of one family may kick the other females out of the group 

completely! 

Southern lesser bamboo lemur
Tsidiala any amin’ny faritra andrefana

K.West
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Ohatse amy ty manao akore ty 
fiainan’ty fianakavia ty varike?

Mihoatse’ty 101 no karaza varike misy ao anaty fianakavia ty varike 

maro isakarazany. Kanefa le misy lalana momban’ty fiainan’ty varike 

amin’ty akapobeny.

 

Ty fifandraisagne eo amin’ty samy fianakaviagne le tena zava-dehibe 

eo amin’ty varike. Hain’iereo ireo soa ty magnavake ty iraike tarike 

amae. Naho ty fiainan’ty maki manokagne no resahigne le hita fa ao 

anatin’ty tarike raike ty vavie le mijanogne ao avao dre efa lehibe are 

haine soa ty magnavake ty anany vavy naho ty rahavavie. ty lahy koa le 

magnegna ty fianakaviae naho mate ary manangagne fianakaviagne 

vaovao na mifindra fianakaviagne hafa. Naho ohatse irehe ka tsy 

ao anatin’io fianakakaviagne io kanefa manarake aze le tsy mitovy 

amin’ireo efa iraike tarike amie mihintsy ty fitondragne azo. 

Naho sendra misy ty aly eo amin’ty 

tarike roa samihafa, ty maki vavy ao 

amin’ty tarike iraike no mandroake ty 

maki vavy ao amin’ty tarike ilae mba 

hisitake tanterake ty tarike misy aze.

 

Brown Lemur
Varikosy irayK.West
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Lemurs are disappearing. What do they need?

Every lemur in Madagascar, from the pygmy mouse lemur 

to the Indri are threatened with extinction (endangered). 

Why? There are many reasons but a big one is because 

their habitat (where an animal lives) is being destroyed by 

cutting down and burning trees. Another reason is because 

many people like to keep lemurs as pets, so they are quickly 

disappearing from the forests of Madagascar and could be 

gone from earth forever.

lepilemur
Kotrika
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Azo rehafigne fa mpamboly ty varik’i Madagasikara! Mamoy ty 

voninkazo, manaparitake voa, ary mifehy ty isan’ty bibimadineke izy 

ireo. Naho tsy misy ty varike le mety tsy hisy koa ty voakanzo masake 

isan-karazae eto Madagasikara. 

Maro ireo ndaty eran’izao tontolo izao no tonga mizahan-tany eto 

Madagasikara mba hagnete ireo varike ireo (fizahan-tany biolojika).  

Midika izany fa miditse ty vola ary mitombo ty ariary ami ty tsirairay 

satria iereo mpizahan-tany ireo le mividy sakafo, mifindrafindra 

toeragne ary mipay toeragne hipetrahana manahake ty hotely. Mila 

mpitarike guide ihany koa izy mba hanoro azy ty zavamaniry sy ty 

biby miaigne agnaty ala. 

lepilemur

Fa magninogne itika no miaro ty varike?

Kotrika

K
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Guide 

Mpitarike

Why should we protect lemurs?

Lemurs are Madagascar’s gardeners! They pollinate flowers, 

disperse seeds, and control insect populations. Without lemurs, 

Madagascar might not be able to grow all of their food crops.

People travel around the world to visit Madagascar just to 

see the lemurs (ecotourism). That means there are more Ariary 

for everyone because tourists buy food, need transportation 

and a place to 

stay, and need 

guides that 

know about 

the animals 

and plants in 

the forest. 

K
.W
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Fa magninogne itika no miaro ty varike?

Azo rehafigne fa mpamboly ty varik’i Madagasikara! Mamoy ty 

voninkazo, manaparitake voa, ary mifehy ty isan’ty bibimadineke izy 

ireo. Naho tsy misy ty varike le mety tsy hisy koa ty voakanzo masake 

isan-karazae eto Madagasikara. 

Maro ireo ndaty eran’izao tontolo izao no tonga mizahan-tany eto 

Madagasikara mba hagnete ireo varike ireo (fizahan-tany biolojika).  

Midika izany fa miditse ty vola ary mitombo ty ariary ami ty tsirairay 

satria iereo mpizahan-tany ireo le mividy sakafo, mifindrafindra 

toeragne ary mipay toeragne hipetrahana manahake ty hotely. Mila 

mpitarike guide ihany koa izy mba hanoro azy ty zavamaniry sy ty biby 

miaigne agnaty ala. 

What is the guide showing these visitors?
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How can i help the lemurs?

Energy Efficient and Solar stoves

There is a Swiss-Madagascar organization called ADES (Association pour 

le Développement de l’Energy Solaire) that creates energy efficient and 

solar stoves. The stoves are so good at saving energy that you only have 

to use half as much wood or charcoal! This means saving time because 

you don’t have to gather as much firewood. Another bonus is that the 

stoves produce much less smoke than regular stoves, so you don’t have 

to breath in smoky air at home. But the stoves don’t just help people. 

Lemurs like the stoves too because it means that fewer of 

their tree homes are being cut down. 

http://www.adesolaire.org/

K
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Manao akory ty ataoko mba 
hanampiko ty varike?

Fatana mandeha amin’ty herin’ty masoandro sady mitsitsy

Misy organisme iray izay iarahan’ty Madagasikara sy Swisse miasa 

lazaigne hoe ADES (Association pour le Développement de 

l’Energy Solaire), izy io no namorogne ty fatana mandeha amin’ty 

herin’ty masoandro sady mitsitsy. Ilay fantagne le tena mitsitsy satria 

atsasakin’ty hatay na saribo ampiasaigneao isan’andro le efa mahavita! 

Midika koa izay fa tsy le lany fotoagne irehe amin’ty fampiasagene aze 

satria tsy le mila mangalakea hatay marobe. Tombony iraike amin’io 

fantana io koa ty  famoahagne setroke be loatse  manahake ireo 

fantana fampiasagne isan’andro ireo, noho izany irele le tsy le mitsioke 

rivotse misy setroka firy ao an-tragno. Tsy manampy ty ndaty koa anefa 

io fantana io fa miaro ny 

varike koa. Noho ireo 

antony ireo le tena tian’ty 

varike izy io satria 

mampihena ty 

fanampahanan’ty 

hazo izay 

toeram-

ponenany.

Plant trees!

K.West
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How can i help the lemurs?

Lemurs as Pets

A pet lemur is any lemur that has been illegally taken from 

its natural habitat or that relies on humans for food (www.

petlemur.com).  It is against the laws of Madagascar to take 

lemurs out of the forest and keep them as a pet.

 

What are some reasons why lemurs are not good to be kept 

as pets? 

A) they may bite you and your family 

B) you will have to feed the lemur and you may not know 

the exact best food to feed them 

C) the lemur could be harmed by someone because it is 

living out of the forest 

D) sometimes lemurs carry diseases that could make you 

sick or you could 

make the lemur 

sick 

E) Finally, when 

you take a lemur 

out of the forest, 

you are taking 

it away from its 

friends and family.

Southern lesser bamboo lemur
Tsidiala any amin’ny faritra andrefana

K.
W

es
t
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Manao akory ty ataoko mba 
hanampiko ty varike?

Ty varike manahake ty biby fiompy 

Ty varike teza agny an-trano le ty nalaigne tany amin’ty toeragne 

nipetrahae voalohany (ala) na koa ireo izay miankin-doha amin’ty ndatyt 

naho hihinagne (www.petlemur.com). Rara ty lalagne eto Madagasikara 

ty fiharea an-trano ty varike. 

Mirehake ary antony vitsivitsy tsy azo ihariagne ty varike ao an-trano?

(A) Mety hamono anao sy ty fianakavianao ty varike 

B) Tsy maintsy hagnome sakafo aze irehe kanefa tsy fantao soa ty 

sakafo tena mety aminy 

C) Mety ho voaratran’ty ndaty ty varike satria izy tsy mipetrake any 

anaty ala 

D) Indraindray ty varike le minday aretigne ka mahaavy antika na ireo 

varike namae hafa 

harary 

E) Ary farany le ity, 

raha magnalake 

varike iraike agny 

anaty ala irehe 

le fantaro fa 

magnalavitse azy 

amin’ty namagne sy 

ty fianakaviae.

K.West
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How can i help the lemurs?

Be a Lemur Ambassador

Now that you know so much about lemurs you can 

tell other people in your family and community what 

you know! You know that lemurs should be respected 

as interesting and social animals. If you are travelling 

through the lemur’s home (the forest) show your respect 

by not throwing rocks or harming the lemur in any way. 

Don’t feed a wild lemur. If the lemur comes into your home 

(your village) keep careful watch over your food so that 

the lemurs aren’t tempted to steal it. If lemurs eat human 

food they may get sick. They also might make a habit of 

eating your food and come back every day, becoming a 

nuisance. You can learn a lot about lemurs by watching 

them from a respectful distance and taking notes on their 

behaviour. This is what scientists from all over the world 

come to Madagascar to do! 

Draw a picture on page 32 and create a story 

about the lemurs that you have seen.
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Manao akory ty ataoko mba 
hanampiko ty varike?

Meteza ho ambasadaoron’ty varike

Koa satria irehe amin’izao le efa mahafentase ty momban’ty varike 

ka mba ampahafataro ty magnodidigne azo sy ty fianakaviao izany! 

Ataoko fa fatantika fa tokony ho hajaigne ary arovagne ty varike 

satria biby mahavariagne sy miaramonigne. naho ohatse irehe ka 

sendra mandalo amin’ty toeram-ponenan’ireo varike (Ala) le ataovy 

faly ty mitorake amin’ty vato na ty mandratse aze. Aza omegne 

sakafo ty varike miaigne anaty ala. Naho avy an-tranonao (na eny 

amin’ty toeram-ponenana misy azo) ireo varike le tandremo ty 

mamela sakafo egny ami ty magnodidigne mba tsy hahavoasarike 

aze hangalatse izay. Mety hamparary ty varike ty fihina ty sakafon’ty  

ndaty. Ireo varike le mety ho zatse mihinagne ty sakafoo ao an-trano 

ary hanagne fahazaragne hiheregne isanan’andro, ka hiterake olagne 

ho azo izay.  Naho te handaligne bebe kokoa ty momba aze ireheo 

sy ty fombafombae le afake manarake azy (somary lavidavitse fa tsy 

mariny loatse azy) sy mandray noty ty fomba fiaie. Izany no ataon’ireo 

scientifika maneran-tany mandalina manokagne momban’ty varike 

tonga eto amintika! 

Manaova ary sary ao anaty kahier anao ary mamorona tantara kely 

momba ty varike izay efa hitao. 
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Tell a story / Mamorogna tantara raike
Write a story about lemurs! 

Manorata tantara raike momban’ty varike!
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Faces! Can you match the lemur?
Ty tarehy! Afake manao sarisary ty 

tarehin’ty varike rehe?

Look carefully at the faces and draw a line from the face to the 
correct species.

Henteo soa ty tarehin’ty varikea ary manaova tsipike lava be miala eo amin’ty 
tareheespecies. 

Ringtail Lemur
Maki

Brown Lemur
Varikosy

Sifaka Lemur
Sifaka  

Sportive Lemur
KotrikaK.West
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Can I become a scientist and study lemurs?

Yes! If you are curious about the world and want to learn 

all you can, are willing to study hard but also have fun, 

then you, too, can be a primatologist (person that studies 

primates)! You can make careful observations and notes 

with simply your eyes and a notebook, and help to protect 

the lemurs by teaching others what you’ve learned about 

them and ways to protect them. Write a letter to a lemur 

scientist – ask 

your teacher to 

help you find 

out how to 

contact them. 

Become a lemur 

ambassador in 

your village!

You can stay in 

school and go 

to university to 

learn more ways 

to understand 

the lemurs and 

help others to 

understand and 

protect them.

scientists studying lemurs
Sientifika iray mianatra momban’ty varike K.West



35Red Book Challenge Colouring Book 2018
By: Amber Walker-Bolton and Kathy West

Mety ho hanjare scientifika ve izao ary 
handalina manokagne momban’ty varike?

Mazava ho azy fa eny ty valiny! Naho tia karokaroke irehe eo amin’ty 

sehatse maneran-tany ka te hianatse sy managne fandavan-tegna 

hianatse mafy nefa koa mba hahazo fahafinaretagne mandritse izane 

zany le mety ho lasa “primatologue” (ireo olona mandalina manokana 

ty primates)! Noho izany le mety hahita fanamarihana amin’ty fomba 

fiainan’ireo varike irehee ka afake manamparitake sy mampianatse 

izany amin’ty hafa mba hiarovagne be kokoa ireo. Manorata tararatasy 

mankany amin’ty primatologue (mpandalina manokana ny primate) iray 

– Anontanio ty mpampianatra anao ty fomba hifandraisagne amin’ireo! 

Mianara tsara le ty aty amin’ty kilasy ambany mba ho lasa soamantsara 

eny amin’ty anjery manontolo ka afaka handaligne manokana ty varike 

ka hanampy sy hiaro azy ireo tsy ho lany ritse.

Ataovy ny sarinao mijery varika anaty ala!
Draw yourself watching lemurs!
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fun facts about lemurs

Q: How many tongues does a lemur have?
A: They have two! They have their main tongue used for 

eating. Underneath that is a second, stiff tongue used for 

grooming.

Q: What is the smallest lemur?
A: The mouse lemur — about the weight of a banana. Even 

though the mouse lemur is very small, they have very large 

eyes to see in the dark. There are over 25 types (species) of 

mouse lemurs in Madagascar

Q: What lemur is making that weird sound?
A: If you are in NW Madagascar, you might hear a creaky 

sound – that is a Sanford’s lemur! If you are in Eastern 

Madagascar you might hear a high pitched woo-woo – that 

is the Indri!

Q: Are aye aye lemurs evil or harmful to people?
A: Aye aye lemurs look really strange with their big ears 

and long fingers, but they use those things to find their 

food and don’t harm people. In fact, they are helpful 

because they eat insects that could hurt your crops!

Q: Why do Ring-tailed lemurs have big fluffy tails?
A: One reason is so that they can talk (communicate) with 

their tails. The males rub their scent on their tails and 

wave it at enemy males in stink fights. The males also wave 

their tails at females that they like during stink flirting. 

Another reason for the fluffy tails is to help them keep 

warm in cold weather.
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Raha maha latsa momban’ty varike

Q: Firy ty lela’ty varike?
A: Roa! Managne ty lela voalohae reke izay ihinanany. Eo ambany kosa 

no misy ilay lela faharoa izay henjana ka ampiasany rehefa misasa. 

Q: Iza no varike kely indrindra?
A: Ty pondiky — Mitovy habe amin’ty akondro

     Ty raha misy: dra kedekedeke ty pondiky le managne maso lehibe   

     hagnampy aze amin’ty fahitagne amin’ty hariva. 

     Ty raha misy: 25 karaza (especes) ty pondiky eto Madagasikara

Q: Iza no varike managne feo raty sady miavake?
A: Raha avy avarate andrefagne ty Madagasikara irehe le mety hahare 

feo mandratse sofi– Izay feo mampiavake ty Akomba Sanfordi! 

Naho agny antsinanan’i Madagasikara koa ianao le mety hahare feo 

maragnitse manao hoe “woo-woo” – Indri indray izany!

Q: Mamorogna ty raty sa mandratse ty ndaty ty aye aye?
A: Ty aye aye le hafa naho samy varike nohon’ty fanagne oro lehibe 

sy rambotagnagne lava be. Ampiasainy manokana amin’ty fitadiavana 

sakafo ireo fa tsy hanaovae ty ndaty akory. Ty aye aye le tena ilaigne 

mihintsy satria magnampe antika olo amin’ty fiarovagne ty fambolea 

amin’ty alalan’ty fihinanae ty madinike!

Q: Fa magnino no matevigne fanjaka ty volon-drambon’ty maki?
A: Ty antoe iraike le noho izy ireo afake mifampiresake (mifandray) 

amin’ty ramboe. Hozae ty amin’ty “glande” eo amin’ty tagnae ty ohie 

ary ongahee magnamin ty fahavaloe egne (lahy) mandritse ty “stink 

flirting”(fihetsike iraike hisarihagne ireo vavy hifidy azy)”. Antoe hafa 

hanagnan’io volon-drambo matevigne io koa le ty mba hitazomagne 

hafanagne mandritse ty andro asotry.
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Word Search
How many words can you find?

Lemur

Sifaka

Family

Endangered  

Scientist   

Trees

Fruit    

Banana

Primate   

Ringtail

Scent    

Madagascar

Tourist    

Indri

Habitat

Cuddle

SpinyForest

Tsingy

Bamboo

Guides

School
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Fipaiava teny
Firy ny teny hitanao? 

Varike 

Sifake

Fianakaviagne

Atahoragne ho lany ritse 

Scientifika 

Hata 

Voankazo 

Akondro 

Primate 

Maki 

Fofogne 

Madagasikara

Mpizahan-tany

Babakoto

Toeram-ponenana 

Fifamihinagne 

Ala fatike

Tsingy 

Bararata 

Mpitarike (“guide”) 

Fianaragne
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NEW WORDS

Communicate – “talk” to each other with scents, 

sounds and body language

ecotourism – a way for foreigners to visit a country and 

help the environment and animals of that country

endangered – an animal that is at risk of going extinct

extinct – an animal that is extinct will be gone from 

earth forever

female dominant – this means that females are the 

boss of the males and they eat first and even 

win fights with the males

habitat – where an animal lives

Maturity – The process of growing up to be an adult

terrestrial – staying on the ground most of the time

thermoregulating – keeping a constant comfortable 

body temperature 

Species – types of lemurs that are unique are 

grouped into species

social – social lemurs enjoy being around other lemurs 

of the same kind to groom, huddle and play with. 

They don’t like to be alone.
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TENY VAOVAO

Fifandraisana – “fifampiresahana” eo amin’ny samy varika amin’ny 

alalan’ny fofona, feo ary fihetsika ara-batana

Fizahan-tany biolojika – fitsidihan’ireo vahiny firenena iray ary 

fiarovana ny tontolo iainana sy ny biby ao amin’io firenena io

Atahorana ho lany tamingana – biby iray izay atahorana ho lany 

tamingana

Lany tamingana – Antsoina hoe lany tamingana ny biby iray rehefa tsy 

misy azy intsony eto an-tany

Ny vavy no lohany – midika fa ny vavy no lohan’ny fianakaviana ary 

izy ireo no misakafo mialoha ary koa mandresy mandrindra ny disadisa 

misy eo amin’ny lahy sy ny vay

Toeram-ponenana – aiza no mipetraka ny biby

Maoty – ny fizotry ny fitomboany mba ho tonga azy ho lehibe maoty

primatologue – mpanao fikarohana iray mandalina manokana momba 

ny primates: rajako, gorille na varika 

Terestrialy – Mijanona ary mandany andro matetika eny amin’ny tany

Mandaminana ny hafanan’ny vatana – Mitazona ny hafanana mety 

amin’ny vatana

Karazana – Sokajina varika izay miavaka no manome karazana varika 

Ny fiaraha-monina ara-tsosialy – ara-tsosialy, ny varika dia tia 

mijanona manodidina ny namany mitovy karazana aminy ka hifamihina, 

hiara-hilalao ary hifapilelaka (fihetsika midika fisasasana)
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